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“Gentlemen, we are going to relentlessly chase perfection, knowing full well we will not catch it, because nothing is perfect.  But we are going to relentlessly chase it because in the process we will catch excellence.”

Vince Lombardi
In Choir every person plays starting Varsity.  Your choir doesn’t have a second line, a third heat, an off the bench player or a JV.  Because everyone is a starter our expectations are for everyone.  As part of being a team it is important to understand that you are vitally important but yet you are not the center of the world.


Irondale Choir Expectations of Excellence

Here is a list of what we need from every person, every day, all hour to be our best:

◊ Love singing!

◊ Sing with your mind, body and soul connected

◊ Respect, support, strengthen, and encourage everyone in the room

◊ Look for ways to improve every time you sing

◊ Sit, stand, and hold your music with excellent posture

◊ Have your music in class every day and always have it out
◊ Listen when others are talking or singing
◊ Watch the board for announcements, due dates, concerts, and other class details so you are always informed, on time, and prepared

▬ BE HERE AND BE PRESENT! ▬
Don’t arrive late or miss class frequently!
Choir is a participation class!  If you’re not here, you’re not prepared and the group is not prepared.  Missing even once every two weeks is still 10% of the time.  You cannot miss work 10% of the time and keep your job, the same should be true of school and choir.  
Being on time means in your seat with your folder when the bell rings, ready to learn and sing!
Choir is a team that depends on you.
Don’t speak negatively about others or put down their abilities!

Don’t complain or protest everyday activities!
Standing or sitting with good posture are basic, every-day expectations. Don’t complain, just do. 

Singing with energy and effort are basic, every-day expectations. Don’t complain, just do.

Striving to get better each day is a basic, every-day expectation.  Don’t complain, just do.
Grading

Every singer has the ability to earn an “A” in choir.  The most important thing you need to do is have consistent, 110% participation!
Attendance/Class Participation: 45%
Choir is a participation class!  Your participation grade is based on being on time and participating positively including during warm ups, sight reading, regular class singing and special events we participate in.  Your participation grade lowers if you are disruptive in class or are not working to your potential.  Your grade also suffers when you are tardy or absent frequently because you are missing group work time.  You will not receive credit for unexcused absences.  Our choir improves when everyone is here, on time, and working together.  
School Tardy Policy: 
First tardy: warning 
Second tardy: may result in a call or letter home 
Third tardy (and all subsequent tardies): referral to the administration for Detention  
Please work to be on time so we can avoid all of this!

Voice Testing: 10%
For each concert we have trio or quartet voice testing where you are responsible for knowing your music.  You are evaluated on your knowledge of the music and your ability to execute the elements of quality performance: Tone Quality, Pitch accuracy, Rhythm, Articulation, Expression/Musicianship Supported breathing, and Body alignment. 
Theory/Written Work: 10%

Varsity Choir students will complete a year-long sequence of learning activities designed to create a foundation in music knowledge and to help them prepare for future years in choir.  Knightingales and Concert Choir students will complete a series of activities working to help students become more independent musicians who take on a greater share of the musical decisions in the choir.

Lessons: 10%

Knightingales and Concert Choir students will have lessons approximately every 2 weeks during their lunch time.  Lessons are for half of the lunch time in small groups based on voice part.  Students need to complete 6 lessons first semester and 5 second semester.

Concerts/Special Rehearsals: 25%
Concert attendance is mandatory!  Concerts are the final exam in music - when we show ourselves, our families and our school what we have learned.  If you have an excused reason for missing the concert, you will be given a make-up opportunity such as writing a report.  You are responsible for bringing in a note from home explaining any excused absence and then obtaining and completing a make-up assignment.  Make-up work is due 2 weeks from the day of the concert.  If you have an unexcused reason for missing the concert you will not be able to make up the credit. 


Excused reasons include:



Serious Illness



Death in family/family emergencies



Religious holidays/conflicts



Prior notification in writing to the director 2 weeks before the 



concert for extremely unique circumstances


Unexcused reasons include:

Sore throat, work, big date, babysitting, picking dad/mom up at the airport, family vacations, and shopping

Please note:  Students must be in school the entire day on the day of performances.  Missing even one hour for sleeping in or an illness makes you ineligible.  If you miss for an excused reason such as a school field trip you may participate in the concert. 
Concert Dress

(If you don’t have these things, BUY THEM NOW!!!)

MEN: Black dress shoes, socks and pants; a dress shirt and tie for some events

WOMEN: Black dress shoes - FLATS; dress shorts, skirts (school appropriate in length) or black dress pants; a dress shirt/blouse for some events

Choir Council


Each choir will have a choir council made up of two co-chairs as elected by the choir and the director.  The co-chairs help with attendance, collecting money, concert details, order choir apparel and serve as your representatives to Ms. Cummings and Mr. Etten.  When more help is needed for an event or concert, the council will be in charge of recruiting and leading other choir members.  The council will be elected in early September.
Voice Lessons
Voice lessons are a great way for students to make quick improvements in their singing skills, develop as a musician, and develop confidence.  I encourage any student who wants to make big improvements to consider taking voice lessons.  

One frequent concern is cost.  Voice lessons can be written off on your taxes as an educational expense!  Included below is a list of some of the voice studios and private teachers in the area.

Private Voice Studios-Teachers

Name







Phone #
Northwestern College-Academy of Music      
651-631-5108

Son-Sheim Music School




763-784-2920

Metroplitan Music Conservatory


651-636-4835

Melody Johnson





651-695-1252

Jean Remus






651-208-7408

Robin Heggen





651-227-6358

Kenny Kiser 





612-710-7825 

Beverly Scripter





763-242-4980
Robin Helgen





651-227-6358
Lori Maxwell





lorionvacation08@yahoo.com

Fundraising
Fundraising is necessary to pay for music, trips, guest clinicians, musicians or groups, busing to special events, folders, cleaning robes and all sorts of other items we need to make the choral program work.  For our fundraisers the choir program keeps 50% of the profit and individual student accounts receive 50% of the profit.  Student accounts may be used to pay for tours, choir shirts, Young Americans, or other expenses students may have for choir during the year.  This money cannot be given out in cash or used for purposes outside the choir program.  You are not required to do any fundraisers.  All fundraising helps improve your choir experience!  Thanks!
Certificate Books

We are very excited to be offering this fundraising item again this year.  The Certificate Book is made up of all LOCAL business, restaurants and things to do.  The cost for the book is $30.  The book includes “certificates” that are received as cash by the business.  For example, there is a “certificate” for Champps worth $10.00.  When you go to Champps you give them the “certificate” when you get your bill and that amount is taken off your total bill as if you had given them a $10 bill.  This was very successful last year and should be more successful this year because many people in the Irondale community know about the books and want to buy them. 

Club’s Choice Food Fund Raiser
On Thursday, November 3 we kick off the Club’s Choir Food Fund Raiser sale.  Club’s Choice will come out and make up some of their pizzas, cookies, etc. for us to try during choir!!!  I think you’ll really like the taste of the products and find this to be a good fund raiser.  Order forms are due Tuesday, November 15.  Delivery is set for Tuesday, December 13.

Donations

We are always happy to accept direct donations to the choir program if family and friends are not interested in buying something.

Extra Opportunities in Choir
Guyz Group (grades 9-12 Men)

This is a fun (sometimes crazy) group singing music written for men.  We rehearse once per week before school with additional rehearsals near performances.  Guyz Group performs for school concerts, local churches and community organizations.  

Triple Trio (grades 11-12 Concert Choir Women)

This is a highly select ensemble singing music written for women. All members must be in 11th or 12th grade and in Concert Choir.  We rehearse once per week before school with additional rehearsals near performances.  Triple Trio performs for school concerts, local churches and community organizations. 

Bella Voce (Varsity Women’s and Knightingales) 

This is a great all-women’s group performing music specifically written for maturing women’s voices. We rehearse once per week before school with additional rehearsals near performances. Bella Voce performs for school concerts, community organizations as well as other schools in the district.

State Solo and Ensemble Contest (grades 9-12)

This is an opportunity for you to push yourself as a solo or ensemble singer.  At contest you perform for a judge who rates you in 8 categories including tone quality, rhythm and technique.  If you need help finding a piece I am available to help you.  You should have a piece selected by early February so there is adequate time to prepare.  You prepare your piece mainly on your own time.  Contest is not required but it is a superb opportunity that I highly encourage you to take!  All students taking private voice lessons should plan to perform at contest.
All Conference Choir (Concert Choir)

All-Conference selection is a high honor.  Select singers from each school in the conference come together for two days of singing under the direction of a top regional conductor.  This year’s festival is at Chisago Lakes HS.  There is an all-day rehearsal on Friday, January 27 and an afternoon rehearsal and final performance on Monday, January 30.  This opportunity requires outside individual practice time.

St. John’s Men’s and Women’s Honors Choir (CC and KG)

This all-day select honors choir happens Saturday, October 29.  Both choirs are excellent opportunities to perform with other great singers under the direction of regionally known choir directors.  This opportunity requires outside individual practice time.

Extra Opportunities cont.

9th and 10th Grade Mixed Honors Choir (VC, KG, CC) 


This is an opportunity for those who want to perform high quality music with some of the best 9th and 10th grade singers in the state.  You will perform on Thursday, February 9th as part of the Minnesota Music Educator’s Mid-Winter Clinic.  You must audition with me and then it is decided whether we will make an audition CD to send in to the state.  Sending in the CD is not a guarantee of making the choir.  This opportunity requires outside individual practice time. 
All State Choir (grades 11-12)


This is an opportunity to sing some of the best music in the world with top musicians from around the state.  State-wide auditions are held in March.  Auditions are rigorous and require preparation of a solo, tonal memory and sight reading.

Concert Choir Tour
Every year the Concert Choir takes a tour.  Every Concert Choir member is expected to go on the tour.  Tour is a time when the ensemble improves, it is not a vacation.  On tour students will perform an exchange concert with another choir, have a clinic session with a college choir director, see performances by other music ensembles, and build unity within the ensemble.  It is imperative that the choir members and their families start to prepare financially for tour right away in the fall.  A down payment will be due in mid September for our San Diego tour.  Tour is a rocking good time – I’ll see you on the plane!

Irondale Choir Letter Awards
The Irondale Choir award system is designed to reward students for continued participation and quality of work.  Letter awards are based on a point system that gives numerical credit for participation in curricular and co-curricular music events.  It is possible for all students to letter in choir.

Point totals will be added up at the end of each semester.  Letters will be awarded at the final concert of the year.

Irondale Choir Calendar 2011-2012
Please put these dates on your family calendars.  

September 6: CC mini-retreat – 9:45-11:45 am (9th grade first day)

September 19: Open House - 6:45 pm – (CC)

September 12-23: Select Choirs and Honors Choirs auditions (All choirs)

October 17: Fall Concert - 7:30 pm

October 25: Conference Choir Festival – 7:25 am - 2 pm - (CC) – St. Francis 

October 29: St. John’s Men’s and Women’s Honors Choir- all day (SG)

November 3-6: Fall Musical

November 3: Food fundraiser kick-off

November 10: Concert Choir – U of M performance? 2-9 pm?

November 10 or 11: Triple Trio/Guyz Group Fall Retreat 2-5 pm

November 15:  Fundraiser orders due

December 13: Fundraiser pickup

December 16: Seniors to Seniors Concert-11:00 am (CC, SO, CB)

December 19:  Holiday Concert - 6:30 pm (VC, CC, select ensembles) 

8:00 pm (KG, CC, select ensembles)

January 23: West Side Choral Festival 5-8:00 pm  – concert at 7:00 (CC)

January 27 and 30: All-Conference Choir – (SG) – Chisago Lakes

February24: Women’s Choir Festival – 8 am - 2 pm – (KG) – St. Louis Park

March ?:  All-State Choir Auditions (SG) - (Date/Site TBD)

March 8: Spring Concert - 6:30 pm (VC, CC, select ensembles) 

8:00 pm (KG, CC, select ensembles)

March 19-24: Concert Choir Tour – San Diego!

March 29: Solo and Ensemble Contest – 3-6:30 pm – Christ the King 

April 13: Region Large Group Contest – 7:25 am – 2 pm (All Choirs) – Anoka

May 2:  Senior Recogniton Program – 6:00pm (CC)

May 22: Pops Concert – 6:30 pm (VC, CC, select ensembles) 

8:15 pm (KG, CC, select ensembles)

June 5: Graduation - 7:00 pm (CC)

Key:   CC=Concert Choir    KG=Knightingales    VC=Varsity Choir   SG=Select Group

Family Information and Volunteer Form

General Information:
Parent/Guardian Name(s): ___________________________ 
________________________

Home Number(s):

__________________________
________________________

Work Numbers: 

__________________________
________________________

Cell Numbers:

__________________________
________________________

Email Addresses:

__________________________
________________________

This information will remain confidential and will only be used by Mr. Etten to contact parents and students regarding choir activities.  Email addresses allow me to send permission forms, concert reminders, and other information directly to families, improving our communication.


Volunteer Opportunities:

During the year we need many volunteers.  Parents are a valuable resource in helping make a project or activity work.  If you are interested in helping, please fill out this form.  If you’re not sure if you can help, check any area you think you may be able to help with and I will contact you later – you can turn me down then if you want to – no pressure!  Thank You!
Please check any area which you feel you would like to help with:
____ Chaperoning (day trips/festivals, concerts)

____ Technical Assistance for Concerts (recording, sound or light system)

____ Piano Accompaniment  (rehearsals, solo/ensemble contest, other)

____ Concert Program Typing/Graphics

____  Robe care (checking in and out, sewing/repairs)
____ Other: _______________________________________
All Parents working directly with students in their volunteer role (i.e. chaperones or accompanists) need to go through a background check.  There is a simple form to fill out and then the district runs the background check at no charge to you.  This is an important step in ensuring that all students are safe.

Parent-Student Agreement

Please return this form, signed, by Monday, September 12 
I, ____________________________, understand all of the dates, expectations, guidelines, grading, and opportunities listed in the handbook.  I also recognize the fact that I am capable of Great Singing!
Signed (student): _______________________________
Date: __________
I, ____________________________, understand all of the dates, expectations, guidelines, grading and opportunities listed in the handbook.  I also recognize that my student is capable of great things and will support her/him in their pursuit of quality musical experiences!

Signed (parent/guardian): _____________________________
Date: __________
I look forward to seeing you on September 19 for Open House!
Please fill in the Family Information and Volunteer Form on the other side of this page - Thanks!

